[One hundred and twenty-five consecutive choledochotomies for suspected lithiasis without mortality. Current state of complications from common bile duct surgery].
The postoperative courses of 125 consecutive surgical common bile duct explorations performed between 1983 and 1990 were analysed. All cases of common bile duct lithiasis, but three, were operated on. Intraoperative cholangiography was performed in 98 percent and cholangioscopy in 92 percent of patients; common bile duct stones were found in 95 patients (76 percent); the common bile duct was sutured without drainage in 78 patients (58 percent). There were no deaths. Morbidity was 14 percent, of which 10 percent were serious. Four percent of common bile ducts retained stones. The specific morbidity was 4 percent. These results confirm the reliability of surgical management of common bile duct stones and therefore should be considered for the evaluation of new procedures, such as laparoscopic treatment of common duct stones, or combined laparoscopic cholecystectomy and endoscopic sphincterotomy.